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LBETT Men are apt to difagree in 
\ the Performance of Holy Duties, 
| and every one adheres firmly to 
that Way, which in his own Opinion ſeems 
beſt; yet they can very readily lay afide 
all terms of diſtinction, and unanimouſly 
; conſpire in the Commiſſion of Wickednels. 
'Tis deemed a groſs Pollution, by many ig- 

| norant Zealots, to joyn with thoſe of diffe- 
reat Tenents in the Worſhip of God ; but 
| they ſhall ſcarce make any Scruple to joyn 
| with them 1n Drunkenneſs, and other Acts 
| of Intemperance ; and then, as they vain- 
| ly fanſfie, make Atonement for it, by break- 
"0 ing 


"6 A Lawyer's Advice 
ing forth into patiionate Diſputations DE: ; 
Religion, and magnifying that, which they | 
profeſs, above all others 10 the whole Uni- t] 
verſe, witi!t, poor deluded Creatures, they * ſi 
are ating quite contrary to the Rules of, 
that Religion, they pretend to ſpeak ſajc 
highly in Commendation of : which cul 
ſerve to inform us of the great depravity' ix 
of our Natures, and the abſolute com-! 
mand the Devil bears over. our Faculties} C 
and Powers, when we are lo ready to give|t 
Obedience to him, and follow his damna- ' F 
ble Dictates, and engage 1n his vile Service, 11 
and be ſuch forward -and ambitious Practi- , x 
tioners, in the Unfruitful Works of Dark If 
nes, which will be our utter ruine, .ualefs. 
we peedily renounce them, and inſtead of 
delighting in, and practiſing of them, and 
building them up, deteſt them, and uſe 
our utmoſt Endeavors to pull them down. 
and deſtroy them. And therefore 'ris mine 
intent to try-if I can write ſomewhat that ' 
may tend to their Deſtruction, which ly 
ropers to do by conſidering, | 
Firſt, What the Unfruitful Works of 
Datknel are, 
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\chiefly of Miniſters, earneſtly to endea- 
tour their Abolition, by a continual re- 
ty{ proving of them. 
m-j All thoſe Sins that are forbidden in the 
tes] Goſpel, as unbecoming the pure Profeſſors 
ve{ thereof, and daz'ling the luſtre of their 
1a- Profeſſion, which ſhould ſhine forth, and 
ce, 1lluminate thoſe that live in the obſcure 
ti- . parts of the Earth, without the knowledge 
k-Jof God, and help to guide them to the true 
eſs knowledge and Worſhip of him, may be 
of | properly called the Works of Darkneſs; 
nd becauſe they were the continual Prafice of 
aſe thoſe wicked Gentiles, that walked in the 
vn Vanity .of their Minds, and had their Un- 
ne derſtandings darkened, and were alienated 
Jt | from the Life of God, through the Igno- 
| I rance that was in them, becauſe of the 
| blindneſs of their Hearts, which were paſt 
of feeling, and dark'ned, and they were un- 
willing to retain the Knowledge of God 
' and his Laws any longer, and began to a- 
ly, A 4 bound 


to the Devil's Agents. 7 
ut! Secondly, That we are not to converſe 
e&y | with thoſe that we know to be guilty of 
11- | them, unleſs it be in order to their Conver- 
ey | fion and Amendment. 
of, Thirdly, That 'tis the Duty of all, tho 
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| 
bound with borrible Ingratitude towards | | 
him : And even as they did not like to re- | 
tain God in their knowledge, ſo he, in his : 
juſt Anger, gave them over tO a deny 
bate Mind, & 5 LO 0X woy TIA toa Mind void 
of Judgment, {0 tnat they were filled withy 
all Untrighteoulneſs, and involved in th 
Unfruithul Works of Darkneſs;' of which; 
you have a Catalogue 1n the firſt _ 
of the Epiſtle to the Romarns,trom the 29th! 
Verſe. to the end of the Chapter, which! | 
are theſe, Onrighteouſneſs, Fornication," 
WI ickedne F1 '# ovetonſneſs, Maliciouſn:ſs, Envy, 
Murder, Debate, Deceit, Malienity, Whi- 
ſperivg, Back-biting, Hating of God, De-s 
ſpightfulneſs, Pride, Boaſting, Invemting off 
evil | hings, Drjobedience to Parcnts, Being 
without C'rderſtanding, Covenant-breaking, 
Want of Natural Aﬀc@ion, Implacableneſs, 
QOnmerciſulneſs, and which 1s the highelt 
Aggravation of theſe, and if there are any 
other ſuch like Works of Darknefs, belides 
the doing of them, the taking pleaſare inthem) 
that dothem. But why are theſe Works. 
called Unfruittul 2 Evil Works have fruit, 
as well as good ones;* but here lies the dif- 
ference, he that does good works, m— 
RH | or 
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ds | for himſelf, and reaps the tiuit of them ; 
re- | but he that does evil works, labours not for 
his : himſelf, but for the Devil, and he reaps the 
'0- | fruit of them; and theretore they are ſaid 
1d | to be unfruitful to the Perſon that does 
thy them, becauſe not he, but the Devil has 
hab the fruit of them; and he will pay him his 
ch; Wages, which will be everlaſting Torments 
rl in that dreadful place, where the Worm 
th! that gnaws upon the Conſcience, never 
ch! dies, and the fire 1s not quenched. Ia the 
0n,) laſt Chapter, at the laſt Verſe. The Con- 
vy, fideration of which ſad effe&t of theſe 
hi- Works of Darkneſs brings me to the ſecond 
Je-s part of my Diſcourſe, to wit, 

offi That we arenot to converſe with thoſe 
7g we know to be guilty of them, unleſs it 
,g, bein orderto their Converſion and Amend- 
ſs, ment. 

eſt Firſt, Becauſe we were ſometimes Dark- 
ny nels, but now are we Light in the Lord, 
les and know that tis the Will of God in Chriſt 
em Jeſus concerning us, that we walk circum- 
ks, fpetly, and keep our ſelves as free, as pol- 
It, fibly we can, from all manner of Pollut- 
if- ons, and endeavour both to know and do 
ur What is acceptable and well: plealingto God, 
—— which 
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which we cannot do, if we converſe with 
the Wicked 5 I mean by converſing, bear- 
1ng a part with them in the acts of wicked- 
nefs,and running to the ſameexceſs of Riot, 
that they may not ſpeak evil of us, as Sin- 
ners frequently do of thoſe that decline their 
evil Converſation, and will not be their 
Companions in fin,. 1 Pet. 4. 3,4,.5. For 
the time paſt of onr Life may ſuffice us to have 
wrought the Will of the Gentiles, when we 
walked in I aſciviouſneſs, Luſts, Exceſs of 


j 


- 
on 
4 
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Wine, Revellings, Banqueting, and abonti- © 


nable Idolatries. Wherein they think it 
ſtrange, that ye run not with them to the ſame 
exceſs of Riot, ſpeaking evil of you : Who 
ſhall give account to him that is ready to judge 
the Duick and the Dead. And what is more 
common than for a Company of Drunk- 
ards, which perhaps, in politer Language, 
call themſelves, 4 Merry Society, to up- 
braid one that ſhall refuſe to go to one of 
the Houſes of Intemperance with them, 
with the reproachtul Terms of being an 
Avaricious Perſon, and one poſſeſſed with 
a Spirit of Covetoutneſs in an intenſe De- 
gree 3 and that *tis not out of any diſlike or 


avcrfion to the thing, bccaule he thinks it. 


a 
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a Sin, that he refuſes to go with them, but 
þecaule he is loth to part with that, which, 
according to their raſh and unadviſed Sen- 
timents, he looks upon as an meſtimable 
Treaſure, and not lightly to be parted 
with, his Money. And thus with vain and 


/ uncharitable Arguments drawn trom 
4 groundleſs ſuppoſitions, and mixed with a 
! few derifive Expreſlions, they ſtrengthen 
' and confirm themſelves in their ſinful Pra- 
: Qices, andas brisk Agents for Hell, endea- 
' vour, as much as-in them lies, to bring o- 


thers into them alſo. But ſuppoſe this per- 
fon thus under Derifion, becauſe he reſiſts 
theſe Solicitations to Vice, ſhould be ad- 
dicted to Covetouſneſs, it cannot properly 
be ſaid to bethat which keeps him trom this 
Sin, neither car; he in the leaſt be ſaid to 
be guilty of it, by abſtaining from it ; for 
he only is the Covetous Man, who, when 
it is his part to receive, receives more than 
he ought; and when it 1s his part to dif- 
burſe, disburſes leſs than he ought 3 and de- 
fires that, which of right belongs not unto 
him, and through Oppreſſion and [njuſtice 


. encreales his Subſtance 3 and not he that 


refuſes to waſte what is juſtly his own in 
ſinful 
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ſinful Extravagancies. And as we ought 
not to ſpeak or think evilly of, or envy 
thoſe tha: by their honeli Induſtry, and re- 
ſraining the walſtiul Converſation of the 
U: god", improve. what they have ; but to 
praiſe and commend them, aiid endeavour 
to imitate them 3 ſo neither ought we to | 
envy note that enrich themiclves by Op- } 
preli1zon, or chovle any of their ways, as * 
. the Wiſe Mian ſays, Prov. 3. 31. Evvy thou | 
wot tive Oppreſj effor, and chooſe none of his Ways, . 
And here thoſe evil-minded People, that * 
are apt to envy their Neighbours, becauſe 
they live 10 better Reputation, and grow 
richer than they, may fee their Folly and 
Sin in diſobeying God's Command. For 
if they get them fairly aud juſtly, they are 
the Bleſlings of God, and "ts his Pleaſure. 
rey | tnould have them, becauſe he knows 
if they will imploy them to a good uſe 3 
and he that isangry, and through envy re- 
pines at this, repines at the Mcrcies of God, , 
and is in ctic& angry with God, tho! he 
may level his Anger - only at the Van env ied, 
and vainly think it terminates in him, be- 
cauſe he gives Riches and Honour to that 
Perſon, which he is unwilling ſhould have 
them 3. 
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70 the Devil's Agents. 13 
them as if be knew betier how to be- 
ſtow God's Giits,than he himſelf does 3 and 
this 1s no (mall Reflection, tho' perhaps he 
thinks not of it, upon God's Omniſcience, 
and by conſequence a moſt heinous Sin. And 
on the other ſide, if they get them through 
Diſhoneſty and Injuſtice, we are under the 


| like Obligation not toenvy them 3 for tho? 


God may ſuffer them to flouriſh fora while, 


yet when he ſees fit, hecan ſoon ſtop their 


| finful Progreſs, either by extending his 


pardonirg and preventing Grace, it they 
reform, and fincerely ask for it, or by ex- 
erting his Power and Juſtice, 1f they per- 
ſevere and continue obſtinate in their wick- 
edneſs, and caſting them down into Deftru- 
ion. And the thoughts of 1his ſoon 
made the Prophet David underſtand his 
errour 1n envying the Proſperity of the 
Wicked, when he went into the Sanctuary 
to know ihe reaſon of it, Pſal. 72. 16, 17, 
18, 19.V. H hez [ thonght to know this, it 
was 100 Þ ainjut for me, Oniil I went FLAY), 
the San! wua7y of (rod. then undertood T their 
end. Szrely thu Gidjt {et ther 11 ſlippery 
places, thou ceftrdjt th: m down into D-ſiru- 
dion. How are they bronght into [D:ſolation 
3 
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as in a moment £ {hey are utterly conſumed © 
with terrours, And moreover, a Man can- U 
not envy others, without vexing and dif- | 
quieting himſelf, be carries a Tormentour | 
1n his own Breaſt 5 and therefore the Holy | 
Spirit of God fo ſeverely declaims againſt | 
this Sin in Sacred Writ, becauſe he would ! | 
not have Men ſo fooliſhly finful, as to aVit | 
and puniſh themſelves, Prov. 24. 19, '20, | , 

To fret not thy ſelf becauſe of evil men, neither | | 

. be thou envious at the wicked. For there ſhall | 
be no reward to the evil Man, the candle of if 
the wicked ſhall be put out. 

Secondly, We muſt not converſe with | 
the Wicked, becauſe we ſhall not only de- 
file our ſelves, and help to ſtrengthen and 
confirm them in their ungodly Courſes, but | 
entice others by our evil Examples to do | 
the like : for evil Examples will be fooner 
imitated (if we may credit daily experi- 
ence) than good ones, eſpecially amonglt ' 
ſuch People, as this Prophane Age abounds | ji 
with, which have naturally ſo ſtrong a e 
Tendency and Inclination to wickedneſs. / f:; 
Forif ever we had occaſion to take up the | Fl 
Prophet Hoſea's Complaint, Chap.4. Ver.2, | n 
ns is the time, for by Swearing, and Lying, 'f 
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| _ 20 the Devil's Agents. ts 
1 and Killing, and Stealing, and committing 
* Adultery, they break out, and Blood touches - 
: Blood. The word in the Original for Blood, 
1s ſpoken plurally E997 Bloods, to expreſs : 
; the great quantity that was ſpilt. . And 
; What was the cauſe of all this Blood-ſhed, 
" but the Sin of the People ? And has there 
not been of late, and is there not (till, a 
great deal of Blood ſpilt amongſt us that 
call our ſelves Chriſtians, from the ſame 
cauſe, when ſuch Multitudes fall by the 
: Sword 2 Which wereport only as matter 
of News, little confidering that our wick- 
. edneſs is partly the occaſion of their vio- 
- Tent and fanguinary Deaths, and that ſo far 
| as we by our Sins have been accellary to 
| their Deaths, ſo tar, without a ſpeedy and 
ſincere asking of Pardon and Forgiveneſs, 
we ſhall be obliged to anſwer ior ther. 
| And how can we eve: expect, that God 
: ſhould bleſsour Forces with Succeſ- abroad, 
if we lie thus ſhametully wailowing in wick- 
| edneſs at home? But we are ſo fooliſhly 
{ favourable to our ſelves, as to overlook 
ie | this, and attribute theſe Wars and Com- 
2, motions to other. Cauſes; we know, and 
; | find there are, asin times paſt, tyrannizing 
A } and 
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and perſecuting Princes and Potentates im | 
the World, and we fanſie they are the ſole ® 
Cauſes of * ther, to ſatisfie their Ambition, © 
in enlarging their Dominions, and rendring 
themſclves more abſolute. Tis true, they i 
. are the Cauſe of Wars and Devaltations 3 | 
bur 'tis only the Inſtrumenta), not the Ef: / 
ficient Canſe, that is Sin. Wicked and * 
Ambitious Princes and Rulers are the In- 
ſtruments of doing miſchief, and making 
confulion in the Earth, but 'uis the (in off 
the People, as well as their own, that ſets: 
them on Work. For God ſuffers wicked * 
men to bear Rule, that they may declare 
; thermlc]Ives Enemies to the Inhabitants of | 
the Earth, and puniſh ther for their Ini- ' 
quity. And whenſoever a potent Enemy | 
or Enemies begin to diſturb the Peace and ' 
Tranquillity of a Kingdom, or Common. 
wealth, they may aflure themſelves, what- 
ever other Reaſons they may imagine there | 
are for it, that their ways are not pleafing + 
to God. For if they were, he would force) 
them to be at Peace with them, Prov. 16. 7. * 
When a Man's ways pleaſe the Lord, be makes 
even his Enemies to be at Peace with him. 


God draws ſuch a Line of defeiice about ' 
good | 
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| my good Men, that hive zi lis eur and Ser- 
(ole 3 Vice, that ther moſt niveterate Diets emies 
on, | | have not power to hurt them, 1 Per. 3. 12. 
1ng * And who is te tat w/ll t arm yo, if 5e be 
ney || ſo/lowers of that wiichis good & Vc wicked: 
ns3. Mcnlieopen to the Wrat': of Gowu, and the 
Eft- / ; tury and malice of their Adveriarics, and 
and * mult never EXPC Ct any real Pi ACC and COm- 
In- f fort, unleſs they retwntom ihe errour of 
ing | their ways, if the Scripture be irue for 
of | | God ſays plainly, there they frail have na 
ſets. | Peace, Ijaiah tne e 57ih.at the wwolalk Verſe 3, 
ed But the wioks 4 are lt 1D: trouol:d $24, whim 
are Wt .canrot reſt, Wi, 9Je I aters caſt 7 1D 278 and 
of | dirt, Throreis no peace, ſays m. h 30: i, fo the 
ni- © | wicked, And hence we may icarn the Reas 
my | lon why we can't enjoy Peace, th becauſe 
nd | we don't ſeek it in tie rig way, we don't 
In-= | ſeck it in Riginteouincis: for tis Nat a great 
at- number of Me nm with Swords and Spears 
ere | that can procure it, without itz anditever 
Ing + we would have our Nation cxalted, it muſt 
rce\/ be by Faighteoulnets, Prov. 14. 34. Righ- 
.7.* teonſneſs exalts a Nation, but Sin ts @ Re+ 
hes Þ? roach fo amy people. And Wat plc. ſure 
im. and ſatisfaction can a conſidering perſon 


Nut! take in going in Company, or Converliog 
od | B with 
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with the workers of Iniquity, and walking 
vi:h wicked Men, whole very ACtions car; 
ry ſo much ſhame and :cproach 1c them? 
What dore1t avail any ore to bc accounted ' 
abrick Man, and of a pleaſant Converſati- 
on among{t his airy and injudicious tellow- | 
ſinners, and fo have their Friendſhip and | | 
Commendation when in the mean time , | 
he does that which 1s hateful ro God, and | | 
provokes hisanger, the efte&t of which will | | 
be his utter overthrow, and the contuſion . | 
of his own Face? Jer. 7. 19, Do they pro- | 1 
woke me to anger, ſays the Lord? Do they \ , 
not provoke themſelves ta the confuſion of their - 4 
own Faces s But you'll ſay, the World is; 1 
very full of wicked people, and therefore } « 
you mult needs copverie with them, unleſs y 1 
you 9709 cut of tne World, True its, you , © 
muſt needs converie with them in a civil; ; 
way of Commerce, and Offices of kind- . { 
nefs, 3nd to endeavour the reforming ot £.9 
them; and fuch a Converſation the Holy. / 
Men ot former Ages have been forced troy | 
have with the wicked, by living among. 
them, £9? much to their grief and Vexa-g 
tion, as righteous [of was vexed trom day , 
to day with the ungodly doings of the fil-4 } 
thy . 
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g thy Soduwrites. And the rrophet David 
re laments 1tas his great Unhappinceis, that he 
2 was forced to live amongſt ungodly Men, 
d Pal. I 20.5. T7 75 me tha it [ ſojourn 70 Me- 
1 fechs; that 1 dwell in ihe Tents of Kedar. 
v- As it he ſhould have ſaid, I am lorry that 
d  thisplace, which | ſought to dwell 1n, ho- 
1e , ping it hadbeena god:y place, thould,con- 
d | tracy to my Expectation, and to m\ orief, 
ll | be ſo ungodly, and that the Works of 
Mn , Darkneſs ſhould fo much abound here, as 
0- the ſignification of the words Meſech and 
ey + Kedar ſeems to devote unto us; for by 
ir . Mcfech, winch lignifies either ſeeking, or 
is. prolonging, is to be under{tood a People 
ret of Arabia that {prang of Japhet, Gen.10.2. 
els 4 where itappears, that Meſech was one of 
2u 4 F. ph: t's Sons 5 and by & cdar, which fig- 
vil ; rites blackneſs or darkneſs, is to be under- 
8-1 {tood the Iſhmac! tes, for Kedar is reckon d 
of C.among the Sans of Iſhmael, Gen. 25. 13. 
ly - And theſe were the wicked [/raezites that 
t04 had degenerated from their pious Anceſtors, 
pſt. and made continual Oppolitions againſt 
za-4 thoſe that were faithful, and endeavoured 
ay j 10 retain the Picty and Integrity of their 
fil-z Juſt and Gadly Parents, as you may lee at 
by : B 2 the 
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the laſt Verſe of this Plalm, / ſeek Peace, 1, 
and when 1 ſpeak thereof, they are bent to | þ 
War. But, tho' this muſt be granted .as | / 
true, yet | hope we are not under a neceſ- , 
lity of joyning with them in their wicked- 
neſs ; we may continue in the World, and V7 
live among(t them, without that, and muſt, | ] 
if we will imitate thoſe Worthies that are; 
now 11 the glorious Regions of eternal | f; 
Happineſs, as the Holy Plalmiſt, who would | þ 
not ſuffer a deceitful perſon to dwell with- ! y 
in his Houſe,nor a Lyar to tarry 1n his ſight. : 5; 
And the Patriarch Facob, that would not: 5 
come 1nto the Secrets of Ungodlinels, or, z 
connive atit, tho 1n his own Sons, as1n the? | 
caſe of Simon and Levi, who had defiled t 
themſelves with Blood, by killing a Man 
m their anger; but paſſionately crysSout, 7- 
ftruments of eraeity are in their Habitations ; 
as It 151n the #z»gliſþ Tranſlation: bur accord- 
ing to the H:br:w, 1 © M72D DAN 175 
Inſtruments of Violenceare in their Cove- 
nants, Treaties, or A{ſ-mblies 3; unleſs we 
chooſe rather to follow R. Salozs his Explt- 
cation of the word MN2D who makes it to. 
ſignifie Swords 3 then we mult read it thus, 
Their Swords are Weapons of wrong, or, 
violence. 
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| violence. 0 AY + yorl, COH22 m0t thou into 


their Secret, unto their Ae mbly mine honour 
be not thou anited for in their anger they 
ſlew a Mun, and in tveir ſelf-will they digged 
down 4 w. il! Curſed be their anger, for 7t 
was fierce, and their wrath, ſ.r it was cruel 3 


id Y PJ divide them in Jacob, and ſcatter them in 


7 


Iſrael, Gen. 49. 5, 6,7. And one would 


think you ſhoald ſeek your own good fo 


far, as 10 endeavour, In 1mitation of theſe 
pious Men, to refrain the Soctety of the 


wicked ; butleſt you ſhould not,l]lenforce 


It with the command of the Apoltle, I Cor, 


'5. 11. But now I bave written unto you not 
.To keep Company , "- any Man that is called a 
Brother, (as all Chriſtians are, and ought 


to live as Brethren) be a Fornicator, or Co- 
veto, or an Idolater, or a Railer, or a 
Drunkard, or an Extortioner, with ſuch an 
Ne, m0, not to eat. Except it be for the 
fzme end that our Saviour did eat with 
Publicans and Sinners, that 1s, 12 order to 


. theic Converſion and Amendment, and to 
| have an opportunity of reproviag of them, 


and contributing as much as you can to- 


wards deſtroying the unprofitable Works 


or Darknefs, which is the Duty of all, tho' 
"WI chiefly 
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chiefly of Miniſters, as I am now to 
prove. 


ſin our ſelves, and thence take occaſion to 
pride cur {:}vesin our own Righteouſneſs, 


and boaſt of it, and deride the Failings of © 
——"*H but we muſt uſe our utmoſt Fn- 


deavours to keep others out of fin allo, by 


a friendly and compatſlionate rebuking of | 
them, whenſocver we fee them like to fall | 
- under Temptation. according to the expreſs * 
command of God, Lev. 19. 17. Thou ſhalt * 


ot hate thy Brother in thy heart 5 thou ſhait 
in any wiſe rebuke thy Neighbour, and not 


ſuf er fan #P 072 him, or :5tne "Original words, | 


N27 Hy RWN"N9) more properly (ig- 


nitic, That thou bear not fin for him, or | 
2g4inſt him. So that we may fee we can- | 
not withhoid reproot from Offenders, with- 


out being guilty of bearing 19 againſt them, 
and breaking God' «Command. And here- 


upon St. Jade in{trufts us how we ſhould : 


do it, 11 the 224. and 23d, Verſes of his 
Epiltle, to wit, by making adifference, antl 
calmly perſwacing the more ignorant and 


flexible Sinners, that will hearken to one ' 


reaſoning with them for their own good, 
implied 


'Tis not enough for us to abſtain from 
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/ implied in thoſe Words, Azd of fore have 


| | compaiſuon : - Butto m_ more brutiſh and ob- 


ſtinate offenders, that _— cilm and 
friendly Reproo's _ AlJmonitions, you 


' mu{t uſe Arguments, that have ſome; what 
| of terrour mix2d with them, and try it you 
\ can fear and affright them out of their wick- 
| edneſs, and then kee pÞ them from falling 

Into it again, by a ptous feverity, implied 


in thoſe words, And others ſave with fear, 


| puiling them out of the fire, That 1s, pulling 


— of Sin, whica is Metaphorica'ly and 

ventually called Fire, becauſe 1t will as 
certainly conſume and deſtroy the Soul 
(tho' for the preſent we miy not be fenft- 
ble of it) as the Fire woald the ! Body, it 1t 
were caſt intoit., And thus far private 


| Men are obliged to reprove Sinners ; asfor 


Magiſtiates, and Men in. Aut! hority, te 
are oblige dto go farther, and1t theſe Me- 
thods will not do, inflict paniliment Upon 
th:m 3 for they are the Miniſters of God, 
and Revengerstocxecute Wrath upon them 
that do evil, Rowe. I3.4. And tis record- 
ed to that gp 00d Governour Jo{tab's Praile, 
that he forced the Ijraelztes to ferve the 


Lord, 2 Chroz, 24. at the two laſt Verſes, 
D 4 And 
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And Jo:ial {0/; away all the Abominations 
04t 0! ai/the Countries that Pp: rlained to the 
Children of ral, and mide all that were 
pr elcnt 17 [i{r2ci to ſerve, even t0- ferve {ie 
{ord ileir God. And all las Days they de- 
ated wot from foll;w wing tbe ford the God 
r FH ati:rs, And ſuch puniſhment 
would nut on'y be a means of r{trainirg 
the Git-ngers, upon whom it 18 10flicted, 
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hut of making Cth: ers allo b: wareOt ofiend- 
7, for, mite 4 vcorner (lays 92/0208) 


and toe OO Hpie will beware, Prov. 19. 25, 


And 1t the puniſhment tnat the Law ap- 
ac an Irina L ; C) 2 4g 
#.31614+%. 49) i CEL j! is iC ook nNOtOrio 15 Nana 
C's, "0a prophanc Swearers, Drui:lk Kargs, 
AGUILESE [ hiv v; S. 28d the like, was du- 
Iy aud 1 npar 1aliy kicked , ſuch horrid 


bY: Fees 
Crimes und Offences veould not be fo COIN- 


1209 amongoit vs, as. to the [221M of our 
Proichion of Chi iſltanity, which moſt 

virely forbias Em, now they arc. ice 
Lis was the method thar Miles commanded 


ine People of Tl tO take 10 put alſtop 
0 priclumption, the making the prefurnptu- 
F % 


ns perſon uffer, D-ut. 19. 12, 13., And 


»% 


, «a 3 y 


Hl do pre ſunpinonf , and will 

4 'Þ 
VOCs heath of /4 i1ihifdo tf ti;e b rieſt, 4 (iat ſtands 19 
| miniſter 
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winiſter there before the Lord thy Goa) OY u22- 
o the Judge, even that tun ſhall die, and 
bou ſhait put away the evil from liracl. Aud 
ull tie t ople ſhall Dear, Be fe: ar, 4! tb 0 
ore preſumptuonſily. But alas! theſe Ugs 
ore now neglected, and this Duty of re- 
"Proving fin has been « lo long, and by fo 
nany ſuſpended, that *wts common!y look- 
ed upon as a Solozciim, or faultin a Mans 
7 «QNDCTS, and a Refiction pon its ILdu- 
ration to do it. But theſe Excuſes are 10 
nfclefs, and have fo little weight in them, 
24t Once would think no One {[nouid be e- 
o0h:fl as tO Omit it upon this, or any fuc 
Ke account, eſpecially if he has rc —_ 
0 Et. ; it Saying, m bis laſt Chaprer, 
t the two laſt Verics, brethren, if ary of 
p u Go err FO the irnulh, and Oe Canuert 
Wiz, bet bim know, that be hich converts the 
nc from the « errour of bis way, ſhail /ave 4 
Soul from Deatih, and ſhall hide a multitude 
v [1789. And cert ainly * tis better, and ke 
Fi more that faves a Soul from L. 


cl 
'B7 atN- 
hat 1s, Damoation, which 1s called it;  (c- 
cond Dcath, Gr Dcoati eV+ rlafting, as "Ts 
cppcltte to Salvation, wr: tcl may be ſaid 


io be the ſecond Life, 07 Liſe everl; {ting, 
Rev 
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Rev. 21.8. than he that gains an Empire 
For a Soul 15 niore worth. thanall the riches 
in the World. And now conſider, ſhall 
t! mop qr ye preciousa Juwel,through 
nezle&t and careleſncis, ſufter the Devi 7 
to ſeal him away from me ? What, ſpen 
all my time in taking care of the corruz} 
tible Continent ( { mcan the Body fa 
which will e're long bs turned into DultY,, 
2nd negleft the 1ncorruptible thing conf}; 
tainfd 1a it, the immortal Spirit, whic},. 
ſhall live to al] Eternicy 2 Why thall I ſotfeg,; 
the Devil to caſt his venomous Dart 
through the wide Breaches, that fin contif;} 
nuaily mates into my Soul ? Should not ', 
ue He utmoſt endeavours to prevent af, 
Enemy of wounding my flefh, and hall I; 
P 3TICi ty POrmit the greateſt and moit mal j4 
2101s Enemy, the Devil. to wound my,, 
Sc >} unto Dcath, and eternal Damnation. 
But oh, the wondertul ſubtiicy of the gran S 
Acverlary of Maniind ! He covers tis mg, 
Icons delzgns under pretence of gratifyn 1) Va 
Mcns Luſts, and rendering their gar 
more plcaſurable, and (ily perfwading 4 
_ that theſe things are conſiſtent wit ,; 
e ltoerty of the Goſpel, which, as 0 wm 
Ve1CKE 
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vicked Simon Magus, that great Factour 
f the Devil, uſed-to lay, was not intend- 
Il bd to abridg Men of their carnal Delights 
2SY9:nd worldly Pleaſures, and telling of them, 
Vt If tiey belicve the Scriptun es, and are called 
-N Wrijtians, and come now and then to their 
TA/emblies, Fey need not be ſo firid and cir- 
camſpes in their Lives, nor ſo ſolicitous as 
bout thiar Salvation 5 which, according to 
Owis decentul way ot arguing, 15 fo eaſily at- 
tCHtiinzble. And thus he haraens Men againſt 
tte thc loving Calls, and carncil{t Entreatiecs of 
art Chriit, i11 11s Holy  W ord, and 16 araws 
Tikthem from lin ty Gn from a lels to a preater, 
1 T1 atlengih he brings t them to that degree 
Hot wickedneſs, as to commir fin with gree- 
Il I dineſs, as the Apoſtle fays, Epreſ. 4. 19. 
MA VVbo being pſt feeling, have given ihera/elves 
over urnt9 Laſeiviouſaeſ s, lo work all unclean- 
eſs with greedineſs. And now ke thinks 
*Vy he has them ſecure, and if at any time their 
PI prieved Conſciencrs repreſent to them the 
WI miſerablenels of their condition, and they 
VIare terrified with the diſtrating thoughts 
; Tof their enſuing miſery intoa weak refolu- 
*11tion of endeavouring to get out of this Ja- 
| mentable ltate, he derides them, aud tells 
Of them, 


re 4 
nes 
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them, 'Tis too late, the Seaſon for doing el 
5 00 Tr, and Hep Wwe ds go 94 taks what plea. |! 
furethey can Lere, for it is in vain for them tl 
expect — ereaſter, for Corijz will not accept 
phaſe that fo vaded with Iniquity as they? l 
are © lies” io their anexpreſſible comfort, \ 
i they will turn from the evil of their Þ\ 
Ways, 2nd | diligently follow after Righte- 
Guirzls, they (hall imme diately hear Chriſth © 
conradicing this Father of Lies, and kind-f ! 
ly 10vitit 'g of nem tocome unto him, and þ 
gractouily p; romiſing of them rclt, Marth. ? 
1. 22, Come nome, dil ye that are heavy) 
laden, an Pit give you reft. And here take} 
POLic 2 Of te extraordinary Love of Chrilt, 
who thus kindly invites _— which have! 
bccn his great eſt Enemies, and dc piled, and 
Giiobe; cd tus Holy Precepts, and fo pl: 30g 
cd themſelves into that trouble and vexati-) | 
68, Witch they are in no wife capable of} | 
oiting out of, without his afhitance, to | 
Com into tim for rejiet. Who but a Mag- 
man would difoblize him, and rcfule to ac-! 
cpt his Invitation, when it procecds from? 
Ute pure motions of his Love towards us,) 
and an carvelt Defire of our being cvertaſt-! 
tng'y happy 2 If ous Saviour indeed did{ 
intreat! 
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1, \intreat us, Ike many frail Mortals, ambir- 


to 
was 


ous of Empire and Greatnets. to give Obe- 
dience to his Commands, and live Soverly, 
yl Righreoutly, 53nd Godly in this preſent 


Ort, © | World, only for his own Interc{t and Ad- 
eir  dvantage,;' the caſe were lumewhat aitered 5 


1te- 
riſt 
Nd- 

ad' 


but 'tis parely for our good, that we may 
eſcape the cternal Damnation of H!!. and 
reign with him for ever in the Kingdom of 
Heaven, and behold his Glory, John I7. 


th. L ny Father, I will that they alſo whoys tho 


' CC72 HE. 


{ rents, ſo everfince, and contitiu 
| vourethivhe rcuines tha 


| that dreadful and everiafiing Þ 141-31 


haſt giver me, be wi!h me where 1 am, that 
they may behold Hy gory, wh ich i fou 4 FABSY: H7= 
And now what a ſtranpe p j- are 
the people of this Impious Generation 
come to, that they'il rather obzy the Dee 
vil, that never did any thing fort them, but 
always as againſt them, 2s in theirf{irit Fa- 


I-65 «017d c2- 


n they wil God, w bs 
and "ld tem wh 
A114 Tay 4 | 


they were rendered obnoxio!s 10 by the 


created them, 


| Fall, by the moſt ignomintous Deat:: of Its 


dear Son, and continually Progeueny: them 
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and i Up IN aj Gulph of Deſtru- }! 
Gicn, Pal. 124. 1, 2, 3. If 7 had not "oh Wo 
the Lord, who was a ſide, now tay} g: 
Hrac] mw * If it bad mot benihe Lord, who | 0} 
was on 92 ſtde, when DMcn roſe up againſt #5: | gc 
4 hen ties had wallowe 'd us up quick, wieht T7 
therr wrath was kindl:d againit us. Ard yet) fe 
tlie Alin;ements of a Woman, that makes |! w 
Proſcthon of Obſcenity, orthe Increment | m 
of a  ompamion mn wickediich, Ihuiltoon- | tt 
cr draw a maninto Adultery, Drunkennef, , Ut 
Prophaning of the Lord's Day, and other | fit 
horri- Vices, then the moſt tender and! de 
bleeding Di {walives of a Cruciticd Jc{us , Jo 
ſhall keep him from them: and with their] G 
fool] Mirth, and vain Diſcourſcs, they - pl 
drown the Veice of God. crying, Ch tt . ne 
there were fuch an heart in ihe, that thy be 
would ſoar iv, and kiep all my Command- al 
ents alm: 43s, that it 1 iobt be well with then, ; VI 
24 with their Children for ever, 1)cut.5.29, | C8 
2ut it this calm, foir, and requeſting Lan-| is 
F109 Gn God ww not prevail with them, 7 
C2 UP 1 them from tne Injauntics, "Wk ey 
muit expect to hear him ſpeaking to the m| wW 
1m another (train, and that very terrible, | R 
Maul. 3. 5. Aud I'll come near 19 you! '0 Judg-| W 
ect," 
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- || zzent, and Ill be a ſwiſt witneſs againſt the 
2 | Curcerers, and againſt the Adulterers, and a. 
yÞ gainſt fa ' Swearers, and againſt th fc : that 
o | oppreſs (or defrand ) the Hirel;ng in his wa- 
24 oes, the is and the Fatherleſs, ard that 
) gurn aftae the Strange from tis right, and 
t) ſear not me, ſays the Lord of Hoſts, God 
s ] will not always watt, though he dors with 
t , many cbſiinate Sipncors a long time, with 
- | theoffersof Mercy, it they will not accept 
:,, It 1n that time and manner, that he tl hinks 
r | fit to beſtow it upon them ; for a Man may 
d* defer making his Reconciliation to God fo 
s + Jong, *all he may withdraw his alii{ting 
c | Grace from him, and let t angry Jultice take 
y | place of abuſed Mer rcy, and then it can 
t, never be done, but ke muſt be content to 
; . be amongſt hoſe, whole end i Deftruction, 
. and may ladly apply that Saying of 017 S3- 
- | Viour, Lok 19. 42. 10 his-0) wa part culey 
\. | caſe, If thou hadjt 1,7; OM, EVEn tn, at lealf 
in this thy Day. the t inos which belzyg unto 
"Pubs Peace { But 200 tiney « are 174 from thine 
y | eyes. And you may ſec an E Mis US147 
| wicked Eſau, who ccvld find no place of 
| Repentance, though he fought it earetully 
-] with Tears, H-b. 12. 17. And if a Man 
did 


6 
£ 
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did but {crioutly conligeer, to what a pradijdo 
g10us [ip of widkednes the World Jwe 
ND grown, he may have juſt cauſe to adjthe 
mire at ine great patience of the Almigntyir a 
m b iz with ſuchgrols It es, and nG wil 
Grawir giic Sword Of hi Jultice,and cuttingkn 
the pricniinnc Committers of them from thy anc 
F acc of he warths for they are grow go 
INO7C TOUS 2 han the Idvlatrous Ancient re) 
ef ito TRe9 of Ifra? JA for Lacy Gid the in 
Wickedgnls in the dark, every Man in Hy 2. 
_ Chambers of tits lmagety, for they fay, 14 wi 
| Lord fees ni. not, the Lord bas for [aren rh de: 
al _, 414 foendeavoured to conceal if Ve 
at leaſt riiey tanſied it would not be talkeBm; 
fo mach no: ice of by the Almighty, Ee. 4 I pit 
12. RR; {2 arc more impugent, and COrny a /, 

it the moſt hcinous fins 17 the face of the 

wRO Woil j. and art fo far from bcing af ge: 
framud, that they glory 1n it, and think if Re 
21} add:tt03 to Lo Reputation » Win! an 
they toolilily Imagine is ighly 1ncrealed by ro 
approving ti ——_ n1E!Nn Gi Vic Ter *\1 th: 
try et {£6 11 Aczs OL [2c DAUCHEry L134 Otlich the 
men: Other wife, why do our trmmoderaid an; 
We take ſuch ple alure, and {o applaud fer 
tncmiclyes, 1n that they are able to arinlI or) 
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dijdown others of more 1ahrm Bodies and 
| weaker Brains, and not only triumph over 
dj them for the preſent, but frequently report 
{it afterwards, as if it tended to their credit, 
cf with a kind of rejoycing? Bur let them 
:4know themſelves to be wicked in ſo doing, 
bf and that the rejoycing of the wicked is not 
vJgood ; and ſure I am, that when Men thus 
19 rejoyce and glory in their fin. they glory 
-:J1n their ſhame, as the Apoſtle ſays, Philip. 
$3. 19. And as they thus deal with God in 
4 wickedneſs, ſo muſt they expe he will 
4 deal with them in fury, Ez. 8. at the laſt 
4 Verſe, 7 herefore will I alſo azal in fury, 
<Mrnine ee ſhall not ſpare, neither will I have 
Apity ; and though they cry in mine Fars with 
mW 2 loud voice, yet will I not hear them. 
19 Buthavenot thoſe whole profeſſion obli- 
af ges them to be the moſt earneſt and careful 
i Reprovers of Sin, been defective 1n it, 
cl] and ſo permitted this Flood of Wickedneſs 
') to flow in upon us with greater violence 
\) than otherwiſeit would ? We will ſee what 
cll their Office is, and how they diſcharge it, 
1 and we iball ſoon be refolved : They are 


19 ſet as Watchmen to the People, and are to 


iq cry aloud and ſpare not, and to hft up 
& C their 
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their voice like Trumpets, and ſhew the 1 
people their Tranſgreftions, and the Houſe 
of Fcob (that 1s, the whole Family of Be-'r 
lievers) their ſins, 1/2. 59. 1. And thisthey 2 
do in alarming Sinners, though with too 
much coldieſs and indiffcrency, ſome of | . 
them, from the Pulpicz but th1s 1s not all 1 
they ought to do, for if they find thar fin « 
growslo ſtrong amongſt their Auditors,that : 
publick Preaching will not ſuppreſs it, they | 1 
might do well to ſpeak unto them. by dif- 
ſ{uafive Letters, 1f they are copable of read- | | 
ig and underſtanding of them: butit they 
are of fo perverſe and reprobate a mind _ 
that they will not do ; then let them try # 
the laſt Remedy, and have frequent perſo- 
nal conference with them, and not fuffer 
110, the Devil's Standard-bearer, to dilplay 
his triumpiant Banners 1a the hearts of 
their people without controul, But caſe. 
and idleneſs will {con frame excuſes for” 
them, and tell them, 1+, 13the ready way 
to be accounted buii impertinent perſons, | 
and become the common objects of con- 
tempr and de:ifon amorgſt tl:cir hearers, 
and what 1s this, but under colour of being 
afrard of offending their Hearers, being 

| unwil- 
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the unwilling tO be .ooLbultcivor Load, and the 
uſe | good of their Souls,and difobeying the com- 
Be- mand of the Apoſtle, who bids them be 2n1j/art 
ney 31 ſeajon, ont of ſeaſon, reprove, revuke, «xtwort 
00 Wits all long ſuffering and doGrine s 2 I 1m, 
_ of, 4. 2. For | wouid fain know hovw that Mi- 
all ' viſter keepsa diligent watch over the Souls 
fin of his Congregation, as he that muſt give 
hat | an Account, when he knows any. eve of 
ey them to live in a continual courſe of Swear- 
Jif-' ing, Drunkennels, and other Camnavle 
id- | fins, and does not follow him earneſtly 
ey with private reprovt, when he mav better 
nd ſtate kis caſe ro him, than 1n a publick Dt- 
ry Fſcourſe ; although, | think, Divinesmighc 
ſo- | deſcend more to pariicular Cafes in their 
fer | publick Preachings, than many of them 
ay do if they did not aim more at a learned 
of and exact Method, than a plain edify- 
aſe ' ing Diſcourſe. For why ſhould not a Mi- 
or nilter, that 1s preaching agatnit any partt- 
ay cular fin, that ke knows one Man in his 
ns, | Congregation to be more addic-d to than 
nN- any o. the reſt, {peak plainly to him, as the 
s, Prophet Nathan d1d to Dad, and fay, 
1g Thouart the Man 5 torſome putt be repro- 
1g ved openly, that others may tear, = 17m. 5. 
11- C 2 AO. 
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20. Them that ſin, rebuke before all, that 
others alſo may fear. But whatif he ſhould | 
take off:nce at this, and grow more obſti- 
nate in his finful Practices? Then take a 
convenient opportunity of diſcourfing with | 
him in private about it, and calmly ſhew) 
him the reaſonableneſs and nec«ſfity of it, 
and try whether Arguments drawn from 
the Mercies of God, which he thus ſhame- 
fully abuſes, wall work him inta a Refor- 
mation, and if that will not do, make for- 
cible application of the Threats of God a- : 
ainſt obſtinate Sinners, and raife an [pt- 
tome of Hell in his Breaſt ; wound his Con-, 
ſcience to the quick, and dreſs the Wounds” 
with Fire and Brimſtone, and never ſuffer 
him to be at reſt 'ti]l he reforms; ye that 
make mention of the Lord, keep not (1- 
lence, and give him no reſt, till he eſta- 
bliſh; and 'cill he make Fern/alerm: (this Na- 
tion, every one's particular Ccngregation) 
a praiſe i in the Earth. You have Inſtruments 
put into your hands for the doing of itif you ' 
would make good ufe ofthem, The Word 
of God, which is quick and powerful, and 
ſharper than any two-edged Sword, pier- 
cling even to the dividing aſunder of Soul 
and 
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and Spirit, and o: the Joyntsand Marrow: 
that 1nd is a dnicerner of the Thoughts and In- 
ould tents of the Heart 3 and would ſoon ſepa- 
l- rate, if it were well applied, between fin 
© 4 and the ſinner. But many Paſtors now-a- 
with days, are too much like thoſe blind Watch- 
hew) men the Prophet I1/aiahb inveighs againſt, 
f It, Chap. the 56th. at the three Jaſt Verles, to 
rom qo this; His Watchmen are blind ; they are 
me- 4/1 ignorant, they are all dumb Dogs, they 
for-' ,,ynot bark; ſleeping, lying down, loving to 
for- ſlumber. Yea, they are greedy Dogs which 
- d- 'can never have enongh, and they are 9 hep- 
-PI- herds that cannot underſtand ; they all lookto 
ON- | their own way, every one for his gain, front 
nds” j;, uarter. (ome ye, ſay they, 1 will fetch 
er Wine, and we will fill our ſelves with ſtrong 
at drinks and to morrow ſhall be as this day, 
ft- ,,d much more abundant. And theſe are 
4- they, againſt whoſe evil Example the A- 
Na- poſtle forewarns us, when he bids us feed 
N) the Flock of God, not for filthy lucre,but 
nts of a ready mind, x Pet. 5.2, 3. Feed the 
ou' Flock of God which is amone you, taking the 
Id overſight thereof not by conſtraint, but wil- 
nd lingly; not for filthy Incre, bur of a ready 
Er- mind : Neither as being Lords over God's 
_ - C 3 Fleri- 
n 
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FH: itages but bing Examp :s to the Flock. 


But now Mcn ſcem to <rndeavour rather to - 


feed ri:emfels ws or the flock, thin to feed 
it, ci{::, way ſhould any one Jeliire two or 
eee neneficys, when through wfirmity of 
Body, weakneſs of mind, or both, he 1s 
not able to ſerve one, as he onght? | And 


T doubt the ve ery End i taking tothe Mints | 
{tors in ſome is rot good 5 that "11 rather to. 


get wherews: ihe 1] ” > live aticr the Luits of 
their er 2pt Fc _ to do God Ser- 
VICE by i oſtructing ry propicz otherwiſe [ 
cannot fee how the y thould be {o exempla- 
ry in Wickeaneſs inſtead of Rightcout- 


neſs, and live fuch loole and debauched ' 


Fives as they go, and not regard God. com- 
plating of their (r pong is Tabernacle, 


and deltroymg his Church, and telling + 


them, tor their puniſbme nt, they {ball nor 
proſper, and their Flocks ſhall be (as they 
are already too much) ſcattered, Fer. 10. 
20, 21. My tabernacle is {poiled, and all ” 
Cords arc broke n ; my Children are gone forth 
of ie, anda they are not 5 there is none to 
ſtretch forth my Lent any more, and to ſet up 
my Curtains, 4 or the Paſtors are become 
orulifh, and have not ſorght the Lord ; there- 


fore 
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fore they ſhall not projper, and all their flocks 
ſhall be ſcattered. Others there are, who 


ſeem to be a little more conicious of their 
ways, and abſtain from theſe publick and 
ſcand3lous Enormities, and are apt tocom- 
plait of their Congregations ſcattering, and 
going from them,and running into Errours; 
but they don't take a right Merhod to pre- 
vent it : For, if they know that thoſe A(- 
ſemblies, to which they adjoyn themſelves, 
are erroneous either 11 their Doctrine, or 
their Practices, why don't they go to them, 
or ſend for them, and ſhew them their Er- 
rours? No, tis beneath them to enter into 
a Diſputation with an ignorant Mechanick, 
he is not capable of judging of the ſ(trength 
of an Argument. 

Sure he muſt be a very ignorant perſon, 
that is not capable of judging when he 1s 
ſhewed to bein an errour from plain Scrip- 
ture-proof, which 1s the only Fountain, 
from whence a Divine ought to draw his 
Arguments, for convincing of Gain-ſayers. 
And in truth *:tis a lamentabie thing for a 
Miniſter to ſuffer any one in his Parilh to 
live in Superſtition and Errour, and nor 
ſhew him it, and endeavour by ficquent 

C 4 CUn- 
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converſing witn bam, and 2dviſing of him, 
to work tim out of It, becauſe he would 
be accounted a meek and quiet Man : Meek- 
neſs indeed isa very excellent Vertue, and 
our bleſfled Saviour was very meek 1n ſuf- 
fering, and when he was reviled, he reviled 
not again ; yet he was as fierce as a Lyon a- 
- gainſt fin and errour, and in defending his 
People from the Snares of the Devil, and 
his Emiſſaries : and therefore called the 
Lyon of the Tribe of Judab, Rev. 5.5. A 
Miniſtcr may do his Duty 1n this particular, 
as well as in any other, without loſing the 


Character of a meek and peaceable perſon, 


and ſhall be better eſteemed of by all good 
Men, it hedoes it, than if he omits ir, and 
be lo accounted of as the Miniſter of Chriſt, 
and Steward of the Myſteriesof God, when 
they ſce that he 1s faithful in the buſineſs, 
whereunto he was called, and as an obedi- 
ent Servant to his Maſter Chriſt, 1s careful 
and exact in the diſcharge of his Duty. But 
I ſuppoſe I may give a more probable rea- 
ſon of their neglect in this point, for ought 
I know they way be afraid that theſe igno- 
rant Mechamicks, as they call them, that 
ſecknnſtruction elſewhere, though they are 
== ; 
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1 ot ſo well skilled in Languages, and have 
mot read ſo many old Moth-eaten Authors; 
"yet they may be almoſt as well acquainted 
with the Scriptures, by making them their 
daily Study, as they themſelves are ; ; andif 
qcbey cannot free themſelves trom thence 
*f-om the errours and miſtakes, that are al- 
[ledged againit them ; yet they may be able 
;to prove, that they, to their great ſhame 
{and reproach, do frequently contradict 
"their Dodrine by their Prattices, and lead 
: Lives difagreeable to the true Apoltolical 
Rulesz which they might do prudentiy to 
_ . conſider of, and try if they can retrieve their 
{inking Reputation, by keeping the Law 
: of Truth ia their Mouths, and not (utfering 
' falſhood or contradiction to be found in 
; their Lips or Lives, by walking with God 
| in Peaceand Equity, and in turning many 
away from Iniquity, and 1n ſtriving conti- 
' nually to ſubdue Sin, and make Holineſs, 
which is now much eclipſed, and 1n very 
a great decay, to revive, and ſhine more 
' brightly amongſt us; leſt they fall Jceper, 
| than they are ſome of them already fallen, 
_ under that ſevere Accuſation of the Pro- 
phet Malachi againſt the Prieſts of bis time, 
when 
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when he firſt told them what their duty 


was, and then accuſed them tor negleCting! 


thn 


of it, Mal. 2. 7, 8, 9. For the Prieſts Lipii 


T4 


L | 
ſhould keep knowledge, and they ſhould F-- el an 


the Law at kis Month ;, for he is the Mv»ſſcn.: 
ger of the Lord of Hoſts. But ye are wid 
out of the —_— Je have cauſed »11ny to ir 9% 
ble at the Law, ( mnaSBATERAYWAN ) 

ye have cauſed many to fall 11 the Law od 
hauwe corr upted the Covenant of Levi, ſays thi. 
Lord of Hoſts. Therefore have 1. alle mad: | 
you contemp tivle and baſe before all the Peoples 


according as ye have ot kt ny ways, out' 


þaue been partial (D118 ONWJ) and have. 


| CO 


A! 
BJ 


accepted Faces) 7# wwe Law. And yet f< 4 


a!l this, they keep upto their former (trict- 
neſ 3nd rigidity, in retaining things 1n the 
Church that ere indifftcrent, and meeriy 
ceremontal, and in no wiſe cflential to the 
\Vorſhip of God, to the great hinderance 
oi peace and unity among{tus, 1n the wor- 


ſip and ſervice of the Almighty, under! 
pretence 'tis for the grandeur and digrity'\ 


of the Charch; but T ſuppoſe 'tis moretor 

the advantage of the Church-men, that by 
keeping others out they may have the 
whole Harveſt to themſelves, and becauſe 
they 
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ut} they are afraid, that by be1.: 22 More painful 
Ing] ;n the work of the Miniſtery, ang leading 
0 Lives more (trit and conſcientious, they 
$ would be a reproach to theirs, which are 
12. _ þ comonty more 1dle, looſe, a ad prophane. 
And what tho'the Worthip of the Jews was 
Z! by God's allowance a!tei:ded with a pom- 
| )) pous Train of Ceremonies, to raiſe among 
#! the People the greater eſtcem of it, be- 
* cauſethey depended on Chrilt only in pro- 
a miſe, whereas we have him in poll-thon 
te, (1 mean 1n his Goſpel) and therefore we 
#!' have not the like necd of them, that they 
Ve; had; eſpecially if we conſid: r what a vaſt- 
W '4y difticrent, and contrary eft: Ct they have 
Tt upon us: For as they ſtrengthened and us 
X nited them in the Worlhin of God, they 
ly, weaken and difunite us. And certainly God 
Ie takes not picature in Ccremonies, but in 
* ſincerity of Obedience. And titerciore 
ſ- whenterms of reconciiiation 1n this point 
T' are propoſed, they are muci to biame that 
9) keep not cloſe to the Ccripture in their 
T Reaſonings, but by quoting of Councils, 


J Fathers, and School men, and by learned 
Cc and ſubtile ways of arguinz, and by 
" GO ing DiſtinCtions, puzzle and weary 
7 their 
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their Opponents, and drown them with, 
a flood of words, and then revile them,! 
a1d triumph over them, as1if they had got\ © 
the Cauſe ; and fo rather than they will ſuf-? pot 
f-r a diminution to their Learning and" 
Judgments, and loſe the repute of being} fo 
able to worſt thoſe they argue againſt, whe-I 7® 
ther they have right on their (ide, or no, | 
they will imprudently keep a foot at leaſt, | 
if not widzn our Differences ſtil], though f 54 
L- tothe offence of their Brethren. | But this ſt 
being an occaſion of offence to their Bre-. 
thren. by refuſing to comply with them 1n 
things indifterent, 41s not to imitate, but to 
act quite contrary to the Apoſtle St. Paul, 
who ſaid, [f his eating fleſh did make bis : 
Brother to offend, he would eat no more whilſt 
the world ſtood, 1 Cor. 8. at the laſt Verle. 
t 
; 
( 


1Scr 


He would not let his weak Brother, for 
whom Chriſt died, periſh through his 
knowledge. And { prefume we may rea- 
ſonably infer from hence, That if any Gar- 
ment, which he wore, when he inſtructed k 
} 6 the people, had been offenfive to them, 
and likely to have occaſtoned thetr depart- 
ing from him, he would not have refuſed 
to have laid it afide, and removed their 
Scruple. 


þ t0 the Devil's Agents. a 
ith; : 
m {Scruple. For he commandsthe Corinthians 
or. to give offence to none, according to his 
1f.) own Example, in things indifferent, 1 (vr. 
14 10. at the two laſt Verſes, Give none of- 
o | fence, neither to the Jews, nor tothe Gentiles, 
's| nor tothe Church of God : Even as I pleaſe all 
q | men in all things ( meaning indifterent 
+ | things) mot ſeeking mine own profit, but the 
h profit of many, that they maybe ſaved. Tis 
-. ſtrange there ſhould be ſuch adiſagreement 
among us in matters of Religion 3 did 
we not all ſpring from the fame root? Have 
wenot one Father? Has not one God crea- 
ted us all? And have we not one Saviour, 
ks, "one Holy Ghoſt, one Hope, Faith, and 
; © Baptiſm? And as Chriſt 1s our Head, and 
we his Body, by the like proportion ae the 
Members of a natural Body, tend all to 
the mutual Decency, Service, and Succour 
of the ſame Body , ſo we ſhoula do ore 
| | for another, to make up the myltical Body 
| , of Chriſt, 1 Cor. 12. 27. Now ye are the 
) Body of Chrift, and Members in particular. 
' And what is the reaſon we don't do this ? 
"Tis becauſe we are Carnal, 1 Cor.3.3. For 
Je are jet carnal; for whereas there is ara9ng 
you envying, and ſtrife, and diviſions, are ye 


wet 


15 
Be | 
n 
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2 91 carnal. a A walk as men £ (*; XaTY avIpar) 2tho' 
Toy Tzermaters : and walk according toPre 
Mai: &#& xala Ogoy, Got according to:God ) the 
And ts. oily wAay toremedy this, 1s fo be- [ke 
come more ipiritual, and to endeavour to for 
abound as much in the fruits of the Spirit, av 
as. we have hitherto 1n the fruits of the !ſha, 
fl-\b; and then we {hall not be fo defirous ber: 
of vain Glory, nor fo apt to provoke and. Lo: 
envy one another : But 'tis to: be hoped 
one party would as readily afcend, as the | you 
Other ſhould defcend, and ſo they would tak 
meet, and agree in the mean 3 which they the 
mult do, if ever there be a laſting Recon- liv! 
ciliation among chem : For both Partic} mi 
are in fault, the Diſlenters 1n requiring too ſc] 
much alteration in our publick way of wor- | it. 
ſhip ; the Church of England | in being un- ſte 
willing toal'o: v enough. An thys having tw 
ſhewn the failings of. your Paſtors and Vi- to 
niſters towards you, that { may not beliable | Cc 
to an Accuſation of partiality, and beſup- it, 
poſed tohave done 1t out of any prejudice ')to 
towards them, I] ſhall now ſh-w yours ro hi: 
them, that bota Pricft and People way fee / th 
their Errours, and forſske tliem ., left as U 
they are abke in their offences ; loalſothey © pr 

ſhould 
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y* -Jhould be alike in their Puniſhments, as the 
o} "Prophet Hyſea ſays in his 4th. Chapter at 
)the gth, and roth. Verſes, Ard there (hall be 
- Y 9 People, like Prieſt, aud I will puniſh thens 

or their ways, and reward them their doings. 
" Bur they ſhall eat, and not have enough they 
e ſhall commit W. boredow, and (hall not encreaſe, 
:bcrauſe they have left off to take heed to the 

Lord. 

And Firſt, You are apt raſhly to cenſure 
your Miniſters, and affirm that they do not 
take pains enough 1n their Stations, and 
therefore do not Preach to you with that 
liveline(s and earneſtneſs that otherwile they. 
might ; but don't conlider that you your . 

-ſclvesare ina great meaſure the occaiton of 
it. For what can more diſcourage a Mint- 
ſter, than, when he has preached ten or 
twenty years again{t grois and heinous fins, 
to find them reign as much or more 11 his 
Congregation, than when he frlt came to 
it, and that almolt all his Labour is loſt, as 
to the reforming of bis ſinful He-rers, and 
his Doctrine deſpiled and neglci .d 2 Isnot 
- this the way to help to {top ana hinder tne 
Urtterance of your Miniſters, 1ottcad of 
praying that it may be given to them, ac- 
corling 
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cording to the Apoſtle's Command, tha 
they may be bold ro make known the My{ fo! 
{teries of the Goſpel? Epbe/. the laſt Chap te! 
ter, 18, 19, 20th. Verſes. Praying alwayſ ty 
with ali Pra yer and Supplication inthe SpiritY Pl 
and watching thereunto with all Perſeverance 101 
and Supplication for all Saints, and for me YO 
that utterance may be given unto me, that I| D 
may open my mouth boldly, to make hnown thy be 
Myſtery of the Goſpel : For which I am a y mc 
Embaſſadour in Bonds, that therein [ mal th 
ſpeak. boldly, as [ ought to ſpeak. And .1ff M 
St. Paul had occaſion for the Prayers of thes 
People to enable him to ſpeak as he ought 3] 
much more occaſion have the Paſtors of qury 


times, who are far inferiour to him 10 gifts} 
and knowledge: But truly if they could} of 


not in ſome meaſure ſpeak as they ought, |} 
without them, I know not when they} bl 
would ; for I doubt. many People ſeldom" Y« 
think of praying that their Teachers may be\! 
able to teach them as they ought, much leſs | YE 
doit. But let them know that their for-} 

getting or negleCting of it, does not in! | tg 
any wiſe make it ceaſe to be their) t 
Duty. | 


Secondly, | 


| 
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Secondly, You have not that Eſtimation 
for them that you ought, but generally con- 
temn and deſpiſe. their Office and Authori-- 
ty, and ſet leſs. by them than the temporal 
Phyſician, and the Profeſſor of the Lay ; 
e4 for,though you'll adviſe withthe one, when, 
| your Bodys are arreſted by a dangerous: 
| Diſeaſe, and if your Title to, your Eſtate 
3) be any way (crupled, you will not by any 
34 means omit conſulting the other; yet you: 
| think it beneath you to, adviſe with.: your 
if! Miniſter, though your Souls are in danger 
z of periſhing through Sin, and your Title: 
4 to Heaven be never ſo doubtful, and will 
P1imprudently. rely upon your own Judg-. 
* ments 1n this reſpect, although it 15a matter 
7 of the greateſt moment t' ye. inthe whole 
| World, and that which you are highly o-. 
yl bliged.to be, as, well aſſured of, as poſlible. 
2 you can: And hereupon 'tis you are focar- 
e{ neſtly exhorted by the Apoſtle to make 
;] your'Calling and Election ſure, 2 Pet.1.10. 
- Wherefore the rather, Brethren, give diligence 
1 to. make your calling and eleFion ſure. . But 
- | this may ſerve to inform us, and that much 
/ to our, diſgrace, that we are generally more 
careful ih the Hh of our Bodies 


and 


F 
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and Eſtates, which are mortal, and periſh 

in the very'uſing, than we are of our Souls, 

which are ittimortal, and can never ceafe to 
be,” either happy, or miſerable. And henee 
it conks ro paſs that your Miniſters are not 
worthy'ts be ſent for in your fickneſs, no, 
not in the greateſt extremity of it, evef/ft 

the poi &f/Death 3+ bur perhaps you think 
'tis their PAity'to come : [ ſhall nor/ſiy ?ris 
not,” for I ſuppoſe” tis, if they know tt 3 but* 
Fam fure-1t they do net come- without 
ſending for, *tis your Duty to' ſend for | 


them, "Tart 9, 14,15: Is ay fekamong you & 


let him call for the Elders: of the Church; ariel} | 
let them'iprdy over hits, anointing kart: HD: / 
Opt #1 the Nan of the Lord: Al thi ppg" © 
of faith ſhall ſave't he fick", *dhd' the Lord) ” 
raiſe him up, antÞif be” has voHaniltcdvB 


rho ſhall be forgiven bite. | Batt lis Phenol ; 


Sctipture 1s ſortiewhat:- nntidare; ave FS ; 


true meaning: of it may thor-viMy>Ye 6 
prehended by & vulgat*Ch PRbicy Ante. 
fore FE #}not* think Jt-it ee 
twexphiinac!” Fd eb5is A" T'nle"of 

rather thair of. Age, and' there” wetel'twe 


ſort#bf' them, the one'took- Sire" Gf a | 


Government and Beliaviour of the! 


Tgs- 


\ 
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frepation only, the other behdes that &1d 
pray and /preach to themaiſo: And both 
thele Orders were very honourable, as ap- 
pears from the faying of the Apoltle, 1 Tim. 
5. 17. Let the Flders that rule well be count- 
ed worthy of double Flonour, eſpecially they 
which labour inthe Word and DoGrime. But 
methinks I hear ſome conceited !grorants 
fay, How fhall any one fend for the Elders, 
there are none 1 our Church ? But that is 
their miſtake : All Ecclefiaſticks compleated 
in facred Orders, by... what Titles ſoever 
they :are' dignifted, | or: diſtinguiſhed, are 
Elders3 and ſo were the very Apoſtles al- 
fo, ' as'i they: frequenitly ſtile. themſelves, 


1 Pet. 5.1. The Elders (that is, thoſe that 


are. Paſtors, and have the care of the Chnrch, 
as you may ealily gather from the following 
Verte) which are among you lexhort, who a1 
alio an Elder. But-then youll ſay, Why 
don't we callithem ſo? We do in eftc& fo 
call them'z for our wort Prieſt 1s the ori- 
ginal word for'Elder, -which is IſpeoCoreepc, 
contracted, -or {hortened.'- Ana as tor che 
word Biſbop, which many ſeem to take of- 
fence at, it derived from the Saxon word 
Riſreop, and that from the Creek word 

| D 2 'ET:i0ox0r@0-, 
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'ET:ioxo7Q:, which is the very Title by 
which thoſe of the higheſt Digaity in the 
Church were tiled tn the Apoſtles days, 
Tit. 1. 7. and (gniſtes an InſpeFor, or him 
to whom the Over-light of the Church be- 
longs ; and this Name'l take to be given to 
them for this reaſon, becauſe, as it was the 
Office of him that was called by this Name 
among the Heathens, 'to fee that their tem- 
poral Food was duly admiiſtred to them 
ſo it is the Office of a Biſhop to take care 
that Chriſtians may have their ſpiritual food 
duly. adminiſtred\ to them : And though 
ſome, :that delight in Novelties, chooſe ra- 


ther to call thoſe- that officiate' in their 


Churches, Miniſters, and Superintendents, 
than Prieſts and Biſhops, they are the ſame 


thing, only Prieſt and Biſhop are derived ; 


from Greek Fountains, which 1s the Origt- 
nal Language of the New Teſtament, and 
Miniſter and Superintendent, .the one is a 
Latin word, and the other derived from a 
Latin word; and if they abhor the Do- 
Arine of the Latin Church, ſo much as they 
pretend, I wonder why they ſhould have 
ſuch an eſteem» for its Language, as rather 
to let it enter into their Church by _ 

Eccle- 
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Eccleſiaſtical Titles, than the Greek, or 
words derived from j it, which is the Lan- 
guage Apoſtolical. And truly thoſe per- 
ſons a@ very imprudently, that raiſe Con- 
troverſies about, and contend againſt, and 
hate the innocent Names, by which thoſe 
of the Holy Fun@ion are diſtinguiſhed, for 
the Offences of the Perſons ca}led by them ; 
for they neither occaliqn their offending, 
ndther can they reſtrain them from it. 

And whereas mention is here made of the 
fick*s being ſaved, and raiſed up, and his 
fins forgive, through the Bleſſing of the 
Lord upon the Prayer of Faith 3 we muſt 
underſtand, that the Elders in the Apoſto- 
lical Days, were endued with miraculous 
Gifes, as the Apoſtles them(clves were, ſo 
as to be able through the ſtrength of their 
Prayers and Exhortations to heal the ſick, 

and take away the principal cauſe of Di- 
ſtempers from them, which was their ſins, 

by procuring for them the forgiveneſs of 
them. And the anointing with Oyl was 
uſed as the fign of this miraculous Gift of 
healing, and obtaining the forgiveneſs of 
ſick Men's fins by their Prayers, which oup 


Church has very judicioully laid aftde, as 
D3 not 
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not neccflary, feeing healing, the thing ſig- 
ned by 1t, as well as all other miraculous 
Gitts ceaſed, when the end, for which they 
vere dcligned, which was a Confirmation 
nd Eſtabliſhment of the Gofpel ſufficient 
Ge its ſapport, encreaſe, and further pro- 
pagation without them, was accompliſhed : 
which was, as ſome Church-Hiſtorians tell 
us, about the end of the third; or ſhortly 
upon the beginning of the four th Century, 
which ts abour thirteen hundred years (ince. 
Ard thote fuperititious perſons that (till 
make uie of this avointing the Sick with 
Oyl, as the Elders in the Primitive times 
did, unlcis they could in the hke miracu- 
Jous manner perform the thing (ignihed by 
It, and re{torethzm to Health, 2nd obtain' 
the Remiſlton of their Sins, without the 
__ uſe of other means, as they did, do but 
{new their folly, and render themſelves ob- 
noztous to Ridicule and Derifion among(t 
Pcople of Unterftanding, that have not 
renounced tizcir Senſes, and 1mprudently 
yielded incmiclves up to fraudulent perſons 
Impoſitions, and captivated their Belief to 
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which are forced to pretend to theſe, and 
| ſuch 
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ſuch like woadertul pertormances, to bear 
up their Reputation amongſt thoſe they 
have ſo tar deluded,asin part tofatisfie their 
Ambition and Covetouinels by making 
Merchandize of- them, as the Apoſtle fore- 
told of them, 2 Pet. 2. 3. And throueb Co- 
veronu; 1.08 {hall they with feigned words 1a the 
Merchundive of you, (but Jet them read the 
remaining part of the Verſe, and fee how 
faſt Judgment and Damnation are coming 
upon them for it) whoſe FJrdgment now of & 
long time lingers not, and thiir Dammation 
ſlumbers not, And theſe are the evil Men, 
that by grofly abuling their power 1n the 


Church, have made the People unwilling 


toallow the'Reformed Churches fo much 


*pOWer as Chrilt has given them, and will 


ſ-arce be induced to believe thatthey ought, 
or that 'tis to any purpoſe for them, if their 
Conſciences are loaded and diſquicted 


through any ' grievous Crimes they have 


been guilty of. tomakeconfeſſion of them 
to their Paſtors and Teachers,and ask their 
Advice, and defire them to put themin the 


: beſt and moſt effectual method towards the 


getting of their Grief removed, and their 
ins pardoned, and that they would help 
D 4 and 
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and aſſiſt them, by beſtowing their fervent 
Prayers upon them, towards the doing - of 
it,although the Apoſtle expreſ]ly commands 
us to confeſs our Faults one to another; and 
pray for one another that we may be heal- 
£d, Jam. 5. 16. and then gives an encou- 


raging reaſon drawn from the powerful et- ** 


fect of Prayer ; The effeFual fervent prajer 
of a righteous Man avails much, Andif 
we are obliged to confeſs our faults one to 
another, and pray one for another towards 
the healing of them, much rather to the 
Miniſter, that he may pray for us towards 
| the healing of our Offences. Nor does 
the true and faithful Miniſter's power end 
| kere, in hearing the Confeſtions of his peo- 
ple, and praying for them 3 but it extends 
further, and authorizes him, when he finds 
the Offender has performed thoſe aQs of 
Repentance, which God's Holy Word re- 
quires, to apply: the merciful Promiſes of 
God to repenting Sinners, in the forgive- 


neſs of their fins, unto him, and declare | 


his Crimes pardoned, through the. great 
Mercies of God, and the Merits of his dear 
Son Jeſus Chriſt, and fo reconcile him to 
God, as having received from him the Mi- 
bd I | | niſgery 
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Piſtery of Reconciliation, 2 Cor. 5. 18. 
ad all things are of God, who has reconci- 
| Jed us to bimſelf by Jeſus Chriſt, and has 
given to 1 the Miniſtery of Reconcilia- 
$ion. 
Thirdly, Some of you think them bur- 
Shcofome, and that their allowance is roo 
{oreat, and above their Deſerts 3 and here- 
{upon argue that Tithes are not of Divine 
Inſtitution, and that you are no where 
:commanded to pay them in the New Teſta- 
ment, But in what part of the ſame Ve- 
*ſtament are you forbidden to pay them? 
4 And although they are not ordained in 
,\4expreſs words-in the Goſpel by Chrilt ; yer 
"The has ordained, that they which preach 
bay Goſpel, ſhould live of i it, I Cor. 9.13, 

| 14. Do ye not know that they which miniſter 
» about holy things, live of the things of the 
Temples And they which wait at the Altar, 

| are partakers with the Aitar. Even ſo has 

| the Lord ordained, that they which preach 

the Goſpel, ſhould live of -_ Goſpel. And 
} can you find out any better way of railing 
| wherewithal they may live upon, than by 

| Siving of them Tithes? And this I may wn 
or 
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tor the Lawiulnels and Authority of them, tim: 
that our Savicur told the Serrbves and Pha. 
riſces that they ought to pay them 5 whichſful 
I ſuppotc he would not have oar, 1: hehnc 
tad intended to 2boliſh hem,and __ they hi 
ſhould not have been paid under the Golpel, the 
Mait. 23. 23. iVoe unto you Scribes ar v 
Phariſees, iypocrites ; for Je pay Tithe offnoi 
Aint, and Hnife. and Cummin, and hawel piv 
omitted tie weiehtier matters of the Law, the 
Judgment, Mercy, and Faith 5 theſe ought| an 
3y9u-to bave done, and not to l:ave the other he 
andonc. And bere obſerve that this Woeſwi 
15 not denounced againſt them, becauſe” ofych 
their cxactfels 1n paying Tithes, even-toJht 
the very Herbsz but becaule of their! Hy. {lin 
pocrilie, 'in not being as exa& in things of | th 
geeate r concern, 3s making right Judgment] ra 
im deciding of Controvertiecs, ſhewing| m 
Mercy, and relieving the oppreſſed, and de 
being 2s faithſul in the performance of their be 
Promiles, as they were paying of Tithes, w 
both which ought to have been done with; \#t 
the like exatneſi. And this may ſerve to 
admonih us, as well as let us knowthat our' n 
SaVIOur aliowed of paying Tithes 1n his 11 

time, 
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mM, time, againſt the folly and errour of ſuch 
b+Hypocrites, as will be very exact and care- 
chſful in things of leſs moment, and' remils 
hepnd carelcts, ' and ' apt to pals 'over thoſe 
eyfthings that are of far greater concern. And 
<\,the reaſon of the Apoſtle's not requiring 
4fl\thes, may be this; becauſe they would 
offnot hinder the progreſs of the Goſþ+], by 
whpiving them the leaſt occaſion of thinking 
w, ſthey preached it more for their own protit 
hthand advantage, than fer their Good : And 
erfhereupon the Apoſtle ſays, he wrought 
vefwith his own hands that he might not be 
of;chargeable to any of them; not but tha: 
roſhe had power to forbear working, end 
y-|live by preaching the Goſpel, as well as o- 
of|thers 3 but he did not uſe this power, bui 
1t| rather ſuffered all things, Jeſt he fhou!a 
pg! make his Doctrine the lefs elftcemed, and hin- 
d' der the Goſpel of Chriſt, : Cor. 19. 12.1 others 
ir be Partakers of this power over you, are 10k 
s,, we rather £ Ncvertheleſs, we Þþave not ue 
hA#his power, but ſuffer all things, leſt we ſhoiwl:s 
o! hinder the Gyſp:l of Chriſt. But it the Ni:- 
Ir Ni{tersof our Times were obliged taco t!:c 
is like, weſhould foon have but mean preach- 
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ing, and a very ignorant and contemptibly 

Miniſtery : and inſtead of anſwering thepf 
Controverſies and Objections of our learn hc 
ed Adverſaries with our Tongues or Peng$Þ! 
we muſt anſwer them-with our SwordzF9! 
which [ think will bardly be allowed to be W 
the true Evangelical, or Goſpel-way of ah 
ſwering of them. For it pleaſed God. te 
furniſh the Apoſtles with extraordinary bi 
means to preach and declare his Will ; ſoy 
that if they were diſpoſed to ſupply their 
Neceſlities by any fervile Occupation (ay _ 
Ct. Paul did by Tent making, AGs 18. 3.) 
it could not any ways difinable them Xe TE 
teaching and inſtructing the People 3 for th 
what they were to ſpeak and teach was 114 
fuſed into them, without any pains or; ye 
ſtudy of theirs, in that very hour, in —_ te 
they were to ſpeik it, Matr. 10. 19. But|* 

when they deliver you up, take no thought bon) 33 
or what ye ſhall ſpeak; for it ſhall be given in| V« 
that ſame hour what ye ſhall ſpeak. But God t3 
has thought fit to let ordinary means takg, 21 
place in theſe latter Ages, and Men outlþ oy 
or ought at leaſt,by continual ſtudy and m- 
duſtry to qualifie themſelves for the m—_— « 
| O 
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thepf thc Miniſtery 5 and mult be ſupported of 
rn. thoſethey' inſtruct, in the doing of it, and 
>nethis they ought to do freely, and not to 
rd:sCount it a great thing, but moſt reaſonable, 
 b&battbey ſhould reap their carnal things, 
ahSgbich ſow to them ſpiritual things, 1 Cor. 
tdf9+ 11. If we. have ſowen unto you ſpiritual 
ary] hings, is it a great thing if we fball reap 
ſolyour carnal things £ 
ei} Fourthly, If they inveigh ſharply againſt 
agſin, and a little terrifie. you with the fore- 
2,|thoughts of Hell and Damnation, you are 
forlready to exclaim againſt the. ſeverity of 
QIJtheir Doarine, and to ſay, *Fis the ready 
1.) Way to preach you to Deſperation; but this is 
or! your miſunderſtanding of them, they in- 
ch tend not to preach you to deſperation in 
* that ſenſe you take the Word in, that is, ſo 
1) as to make you deſpair of attaining Hea- 
jy ven, but only to wake you deſpair of at- 
14] taining of it in the condition many of you 
<q, are now in, (which ſort of Deſperation 
'may be a means of putting you-linto the 
1- way of Salvation) ſor to what purpoſe it 
k for you to hope to go to Heaven, whillt 
»f| you continue in thoſe (ins you are told 
trom 
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from Go('s Word wili k:ep you thjace ref 
'Tis 1mpotſible for you'that are Druny/rds|e: 
Thieves, -$wearers, and. Adulterers,. and|red 
are m1. the way to everlaſting Deſtrudtion, the 
without a fpeedy Reformationand Amnd: Go 
mentita-#rhetir the Kingdom of Heaveryſt 
unleſs you can get 'the Decrees of the. Al. 
mighty 'zevoked, and make the". Apoſtle a 
Liar, for he exprefly (ays you ſhall not, 
1 Cor,:69,'10.' Krmow ye not that the un. 
righteoms' ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of thi 
God 2 B: not deceived; meither Fornicators, th 
2or \[doltters; not Adulterers, nor'E *ffoni-\ pO 
Aateg"rmor Abuſers of themſelves withi Mz; l 

kind, nov {hicves, nor Covetows,; nor Drum#-\ Ye 
kards, nor Extortioners ſhall-tinherit the] a" 
Kinzdom of God Andagain,Gal.5.19,20,2 1. pl 
having ſummed upthe Works of the Fleſh,| r© 
ne lays, of the which I tell you befgrc,, as I W 
hx alſo told you in time paſt, that hey | 1 
which db furh things, ſhall not inhevit the | : 
K invthoiy of God.” Read the. Verſes, and ; 

fee whae the Works ot 'the Fleſh are, Yn F 
tery, ' Þomnibationy Wncleanneſs, Lafsiviouſ-| B 
preſs," ldotatry, Varcheraft, Hatr ed, Variance, |. + 
Eller, Wrathg' Strife, Seditions, Fe | B 
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reſts! Envyings, wirdaghd, Drnnggnneſs,” 
Regellings, ted i ſac b lihe and know affix 
redly; that! if yoa are guilry of any of 
them, you muſt forthwith ask pardon of 
_ for' it; 'and forfake them; otherwiſe 
Y. will kecp rou from ' the 'Seat of the 
fled!” Nor is it enough tor a Man toab- 
ſtairt from theſe groficr Sinstowards the ef-. 
caping of everlaſting miſery, but he miſt 
abſthin from 2M firs, as 'much'as 1s poſſible, 
trongh neverſo ſmall ; for the leaſt fin is 
In 1t-ſelf danmable* and therefore the Az. 
poſtle commands'ns to abftain from all ap- 
pearance- of evil, + Theſ. 5. 22. And if 
your Miniſters ſhould paſy this lightly over, 
and - preach © unts you -ſmooth-things3 to- 
pleaſe and delight yout - Fancics, and not: 
rough and ſevere thinos to'diſtirb. an4\ 
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| Blood, that wik Iſt in- the Pond by the 


{ waken your Conlciences, ard diſquiet your 


i»the enjoyment of your fac ming] yiplea- 
 ant'fins, they wand do the Work &f 'the 
Ford deceitfi;jly/4ahil rane von; iti pa 
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Sword, through the neglect of the tempo- 
ral Watchman, in not warning the people 
of their Enemies coming, {hould be requi 
red at his hands, ſo he would require the 
Blood of thoſe that periſhed in their Ini- 
quity, through his neglect in warning of 
them at his hands, whom he had made 
ſpiritual. Watchman. So #hoy, O. Son-i0 
Man, I have ſet thee a Watchman untg 
the Houſe of Urael 3 therefore thou ſhalt bent 
the Word at my. Mouth, and warn , them; 
from me. When I ſay unto the wicked, O" 
wicked man, thou ſhalt ſurely dies if thou | 
doeſt not ſpeak to warn the , wicked from|; 
his way, that wicked man ſhall die in hi»\ 
Iniquity s but his Blood will I require at | 
thine hand. Nevertheleſs if thorn warn the 
wicked of his way to turn from it 5, if he do | 
not turn from his way, he ſhall die in his | 
iniquity 5 but thou haſt delivered thy Soul, 
Ezek. 33. 7, 6, 9. So you ſe the. great ' 
neceſſity that lies upon them of uling ters | 
rifying Diſcourſes to you, both 1n reterence 
to you and themſelves 3 if you would but | 
once renounce your aftections to Stn, and. | 
endeavour to arrive to ſome paring | 
of | 


-- -- 
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of Holineſs in the fear of God, no 
doubt, they would ſoon ;turn the 
courſe of their Preaching, and inſtead 
of talking of. Hell and everlaſting 
Burnings, ſpeak to you of nothing but 
the Gracious Promiles that are madeto 
you, .and giving you the beſt De- 
ſcription, that, according to their moſt 
deliberate Conceptions of it, they 
could, of Heaven, and the everlaſk- 
Ing Joys thereof : which are (o great, 
that there are no earthly Joys, al- 
though they fhould much exceed that 
of the Ijraelites, at the Coronation 
of their Peaceable King, which, (as, 
oYy9np oym vINR oyntyd hy1v 
Ppam n2112 DL DnDYl RIWND 
D70p2 YIRT the original words of 
the a Verſe of the firſt Chapter 
of the firſt Book of the K 7g: declare) 
was ſo great, that the very Earth rent 
with the ſound that they made in ex- 
prefling of it, can be compared to 
them. But I doubt you will ſcarce be 
ſo kind to your ſelves and. them, as: 
immediately to forſake your Sins, that. 
N they 
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_ they may do this; you'll rather contt- 
nue in them, and preſume upon the 
Mercies of God for pardon ; butthe 
Mercies of God are conditional, and 
you have no right to them, unleſs 


you perform the Condition. The: 


wicked muſt forſake his way, and the 
unrighteous Man his thonghts, and re- 
turn unto the Lord, if he will have 
mercy and pardon : otherwiſe he can- 


not have it ; for Chriſt came not into 


the World to maintain people in fin, 
but upon their Faith and Repentance 
to forgive them their Sins ; this is the 
only way in which he will be a Savi- 


our unto you, as you may learn from 


his own Words, Lzke the 7th. Chap- 
ter, at the laſt Verſe. This youll ſay 
you know very wel], and that you 
muſt part with your fins, or loſe 
Heaven; but you vainly think it's 
time enough yet, and fo defer it from 
Day to Day, from Week to Week, 
and from Year to Year, 'till you are 
habituated to wickedneſs, and ſo make 
it the more ditiicult to caſt it off ; and 

what 
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what if by deferring it thus from time 
to time, you ſhould be ſuddenly, as 
many are, taken out of the World, 
where are you then? [I ſhall not ſpeak 
my thoughts, but leave you to judge 
what your place and your Portion 
mult be for ever; very miſerable, I 
fear. OD | 

__ Forl muſt tell you, *cis a great pre- 
ſumption, and very dangerous for any 
one to think of doing that in time to 
come, which God bids him do pre- 
ſently ; *tis as if he knew better when 
it were to be done than God - And if 
God ſays, To day if you will hear his 


| - Voice, harden not your Hearts; and 


tells you, That this is the day in which 
you ſhould begin to ſeek after Salvati- 
on, 2 Cor. 6. 2. Behold now is the ac- 
cepted time, behold, now is the day of 
Salvation 5 How dare you deter ſeek- 
ing after it till to Morrow, much leſs 
for a longer time, as hereafter, as you 
call it ? Is not this the ready way to 
provoke God to anger, and to make 
him Swear in his Wrath, as ke did to 

E 2 the 
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ſtubborn 1ſraelites, Pſalm the 95th. at 
the Jaſt Verſe, That you ſhall not enter 
znto his Reſt £ And then you are un- 
done to all Eternity. For, although 
God's Mercies are great, yet we muſt 
not careleſly and wilfully forget his 
Commands, and rely ſo much upon 
| his Mercy, as to forget his Juſtice : 
for as he 1s merciful, ſo he is juft ; and 
% Man may run on in Wickedneſs 
ſo long till he becomes mercileſs, and 
then God's Juſtice will take hold on 
him, and deſtroy him, Jer. 13» 14. 
And I'll daſh thems one againſt another, 
even the Fathers and the Sons toge- 
ther, ſays" the Lord, I will not pity, 
wor ſpare, nor have mercy, but deſtroy 
them: And it you will prevent the 
paſling of this dreadful Sentence upon 
you, now is the time. Seek ye the 
Lord whilſt he may' be found, call ye 
upon him whilſt he is nigh. Conſider 
you have a whole Eternity to- labour 
for, and you have, many of you, loſt 
a great deal of time already; there- 
fore make the better uſe of what is to 
come, . 
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| cowe, it may be ſhorter than you 


are aware of. Ask Forgivenels forth- 
with, under all the Circumſtances of 
Humility, on your bended knees, for 
all the Sins you have hitherto been 
ſbamefully guilty of, (for thoſe Knees, 
which are now too ſtrong to ply in 
God's Service, will be too weak one 
day to ſtand in his Preſence) and' 
keep a ftri Account of all your 
Thoughts, Words, and Actions for 
the time to come, and every Night, 
before you compoſe your ſelves-to 
feep, beſtow a little time in conf1- 


'q\ uns how you have ſpent the day, 


and fee what evil you have com- 
mitted, and what good you have 
omitted, that you may certainly: and 
ſincerely crave Forgiveneſs for it 5 
which is the propereſt and moſt like- 
ly method for getting into a Habit 
of Vertue and Goodneſs, eſpecially 
if you are careful to return Thanks 
to God in the Morning for preſerving 
of - you from the perils of the Night. 
8. | an 
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and earneſtly deſire that his Favour | 
and Blefling may attend you through- | 
' out the whole Day, and that he 
. would prevent your evil Actions, and | A 
bring your good ones to perfection : | 
And not adventure to lie down in the 
Sins not only of that Day, but of ma- 
ny Years, as too many careleſs Peo- \ 
*ple do, 'tis much to be feared, leſt 
you ſhould ſleep the ſleep of Death, | 
ſpoken of in Pſalzz 13. 3. and the | 
Wrath of God ſhould ſeize upon you, 
- and caſt you into the diſmal place | 
of eternal miſery : But immediately | 
\ 


fix your Reſolutions for the glorious 
Kingdom of everlaſting Happineſs, and '? 
let Piety be your continual pra- | 
tice, which is the certain way of | 
attaining of it. 


Ceaſe to do evil, learn to do well, 
and be not weary of it, but be di- 
Izgent Followers of them that through 
Faith and Patience inherit the Pro- | 
miſes 3 and in due ſeaſon you ſhall 
| reap 
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It F reap your Reward, and be owned by 
1- | Chriſt, when be comes in the Glo- 
ry of the Father, with the Holy 
d | Angels, and appearsto thoſe that look 
2 | for him the ſecond tinie without fin, 
unto Salvation. 


